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Women of the Bible FREE PATTERN 

 

Block 14: Jephtah’s Daughter 

Jephtah was the illegitimate son of a prostitute.  He was an 
outcast in society and cast out from his father’s clan.  Jephtah made up for his lowly birth by be-
ing a strong soldier and leader.  When his home (Gilead) was under attack by the Ammonites, the 
leaders asked Jephtah to lead their army.  Jephtah knew that defeating the Ammonites would 
raise his social status, so he made a thoughtless vow to the Lord. “If thou wilt give the Ammonites 
into my hand, then whoever coms forth from the doors of my house to meet me, when I return victorious 
from the Ammonites, shall be the Lord’s, and I will offer him up for a burnt offering..”  Judges 11:30-31.  

The New Oxford Annotated Bible Revised Standard Version.   Clearly, Jephtah thought he would be 
greeted by one of his servants, and felt safe with his vow.  As he returned victorious from battle, 
the women fled out of the house singing his praises.  They were led by his beloved daughter. 

Jephtah was distraught, but could not take back his vow.  Upon learning of his vow, Jephtah’s 
daughter accepted her fate with dignity.  She spent the last two months of her life with her 
friends, complaining that she would never become a wife and mother.  She returned and offered 
herself as a sacrifice.  The Bible does not disclose how she was sacrificed, but we assume she was 
made to be a burnt offering because that was what Jephtah vowed.  For years, young women gath-
ered together to commemorate Jephah’s daughter’s death. Jephtah was a fool for making the vow 
and ultimately sacrificing his beautiful, obedient daughter. 

Jephtah’s daughter was not unlike today’s teens.  She preferred the company of her friends over 
her family. Even in her final days of life, she chose to spend time with her friends.  Even today, it is 
often difficult for parents to accept the budding independence of their teens and to honor their 
choice to put distance between themselves and their parents.   
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Medium  1/8 yard or scrap 
(2) 3-3/8” squares, cut once diagonally 

Light 1/8 yard or scrap 
(2) 3-3/8” squares, cut once diagonally 
(6) 3” squares 

Dark 1/8 yard or scrap 
(6) 3” squares 

Fabric needed for one block & Cutting instructions 
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Women of the Bible FREE PATTERN 

 

Block 14: Jephtah’s Daughter 
Pattern for a 10” finished block—All seams are 1/4”.   
Pressing directions are indicated. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Instructions: 

1. Stitch Medium triangles and Light triangles together, as shown, to form 
half-square triangles.  Press toward the Medium triangles.  Make (4) units. 
 

2. Stitch the blocks of the top and bottom row to-
gether, as shown.    Press the top row to the left 
and the bottom row to the right. 
 

3. Stitch the (2) center rows together as shown.  
Press the top row to the right and the bottom 
row to the left. 
 

4. Stitch the (4) rows together, as shown.  Press seams open. 

Stitchin’ Tree Quilts 
Toll free 877-239-3655  www.stitchintree.com 

Please contact us if you find an error in this pattern or  
have difficulty following these instructions.   

 
© 2014 Stitchin’ Tree LLC Woodbine, Iowa.  All Rights Reserved.   

Limited reproduction rights may be granted in accordance with contract terms. 

This FREE PATTERN is provided to you by LITTLE QUILTS -- 770-578-6727 
1450-C Roswell Rd - Marietta, GA 30062  -- www. littlequilts.com



 

3 

Women of the Bible FREE PATTERN 

 

Block 14: 
Jephtah’s 
Daughter 
Finished 10” 
In the Bible, names often tell something 
about the person.  Jephtah’s daughter was 
another one of the nameless women of the 
Bible.  Most likely, the author left out her 
name purposely in hopes that it would make 
her less real, and would make Jephtah’s ac-
tions more acceptable.   
 
Jephtah’s daughter ran out of the house 
and down the road to greet her father after 
his victory.  I chose Road to Oklahoma to 

represent Jephtah’s daughter for two reasons: 1) she ran down the road to greet her father, and 
2) metaphorically, once Jephtah made his vow, he chose a road and could not alter his course. 
The space below is provided for your personal reflection. 
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